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DELHI (DIHLl) & “GREAT MUGHALS” OF HIND (HINDUSTAN) 

Muslim expansion into Greater India (Hindustan) had not progressed significantly since the 8 th century, 
until the time of Mahmud of Gaznln in the i i th . Mahmud and his successors expanded across the Indus into the 
Punjab, a process that continued under their Gurid successors and extended into the Gangetic plain. The 
Muslim state of Delhi (Dihll) was founded as such by the Turkish mamluk generals of the last Gurids during the 
dissolution of the Gurid empire. The able leadership of Iltutmis (who was confirmed as sultan by the 'Abbasid 
caliph in 1129) and Balban allowed the state to survive the first encroachments of the Mongols, and the dynasty 
included the rare phenomenon of a Muslim queen regnant in Radiyyah-Bigam. The Hal)! dynasty, founded by 
the Afghan Firuz-Sah II in 1190 attempted to extend its control over most of the Indian subcontinent in the 
reign of Muhammad-Sah I. This ambition was continued under Muhammad-Sah II of the succeeding Turkish 
“Tugluq” dynasty. But Delhi imperialism and the increasingly stringent Islamic policies of the rulers kindled a 
reaction among the Hindu population which would slowly reverse the recent gains, and the sultan s governors in 
outlying districts proceeded to gradually assert their independence in the mid- to late 14 th century. 

The long and relatively peaceful reign of Firuz-Sah III ended in civil war among his descendants, and many 
of the outlying provinces became fully independent under Muslim or Hindu rulers. The Timurid sack of Delhi 
in 1398 completely destabilized the remaining portion of the kingdom, and the last Tugluq sultan reigned as the 
puppet of first one and then another of his strong-man officials. The former governor of Multan, Hidr-Han, 
who claimed the title of Sayyid as a supposed descendant of the prophet Muhammad, made himself ruler of 
Delhi in 1414 and established a stable and benevolent regime in what was left of the kingdom. At first the 
Sayyids reigned nominally as governors of the Timurids, but Mubarak-Sah II ended this pretense. After this 
reign the Sayyid dynasty declined, and it was replaced in 1451 by the Afghan Bahlul Ludl. The new sultan 
revived the state and recovered territories lost since the late 14 th century. His successor Sikandar-Sah II swiftly 
eliminated the competition of his relatives for the throne and founded Agra (Agrah) as a new royal residence in 
15 04. The dynasty failed in its third generation, as sections of the nobility sought to escape the tyranny of their 
sultan by inviting the intervention of the Timurid ruler of Kabul, Babur. Defeating his Ludl opponent at 
Panipat in 1516, Babur made himself master of Delhi and founded the so-called Great Mughal Empire of Hind. 
The Delhi sultanate, already stabilized and enlarged by the Ludis, now served as the basis for the establishment 
of a larger Muslim state stretching on both sides of the Indus and along the Gangetic plain. Mughal expansion 
continued after the death of Babur, but his son Humayun was overthrown by the powerful Afghan Sir-Sah Suri 
in 1545 and Mughal control was reasserted in Hindustan only a decade later. Humayun’s son Akbar I not only 
successfully expanded the Mughal domain in India, but also instituted a policy of relative religious toleration and 
cooperation with local elites. This helped provide significant stability to the empire, which continued to expand 
and prosper under Jahangir and Sah-Jahan I, in spite of recurrent contests for the throne. The Mughal state 
reached its furthest expansion under Awrangzib 'Alanigir, who came very close to uniting all of India under his 
rule. However, he abandoned toleration and cooperation with the non-Muslim elites, provoking a reaction that 
ultimately undermined the state. Prolonged periods of competition over the throne in the 18 th century 
completely compromised Mughal authority, and although most Indian principalities acknowledged nominal 
Mughal suzerainty, actual Mughal control was restricted to the neighborhood of Delhi. Suspected of complicity 
in a revolt against his British protectors, the last Mughal ruler was deposed in 1857, and the Mughal empire was 
formally annexed to the British crown. The British monarch bore the title king (and in 1876—1948 emperor/ 
empress) of India until the 1950s. This imperial title corresponds to that used by Mughal rulers ,pddsdh-i Hind. 

I. DELHI (DIHLl) 

Mamluk sultans, of Delhi 

1106—1110 Ay-Bak (Qutb-al-Din) ... mamluk of Muhammad III of Gur; malik of Hindustan 
12.10—1111 Aram-Sah ... son of (?) Ay-Bak 

1111 — 1136 Iltutmis (Sams-al-Din) ... husband of Malikah-Jahan, daughter of Ay-Bak; son of Ilam-Han 
1136 Firuz-Sah I (Rukn-al-Din) ... son of Iltutmis; deposed, died 1136 
1136—1140 Radiyyah-Bigam (Jalalat-al-Din) ... daughter of Iltutmis; deposed, died 1140 
1140—1141 Bahram-Sah (Mu'izz-al-Din) ... son of Iltutmis; deposed, died 1141 
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1142—1146 
1146—1166 
1166—1187 
1187—1190 

1190 


Mas'ud-Sah ('Ala’-al-Dln) ... son of Firuz-Sah I; deposed, died 1146 
Mahmud-Sah I (Nasir-al-Din) ... son of Iltutmis 

Balban 1 (Giyat-al-Din) ... mamluk and son-in-law of Iltutmis; father-in-law of Mahmud-Sah I 
Kay-Qubad (Mu c izz-al-Din) ... son of Mahmud Bugra-Han (Nasir-al-Din), son of Balban; 
deposed, died 1190 

Kay-Umart (Sams-al-Din) ... son of Kay-Qubad; deposed, died 1190 


1190—1196 
1196 
1196—1316 
1316 
1316—1318 
1318 
1318—1310 
1310 

1310—1325 
132-5 — 13 5i 
1351 
1351—1388 

1388— 1389 

1389— 1390 

1390— 1394 
1394 

1394-1398 
1398-1399 
1399 
1399 — !4I2 
141 2—1414 

1414—14II 
I41I-I435 

1435-1446 

1446-1451 


Halji sultans of Delhi 

Firuz-Sah II (Jalal-al-Din) ... son of Yugrus Halji 

Ibrahim-Sah I (Rukn-al-Dln) ... son of Firuz-Sah II; deposed, died 1196 
Muhammad-Sah I ( r Ala’-al-Din) ... son of Mas'ud (Sihab-al-Din), brother of Firuz-Sah II 
r Umar-Sah (Sihab-al-Din) ... son of Muhammad-Sah I; deposed, died 1317 
Mubarak-Sah I (Qutb-al-Din) ... son of Muhammad-Sah I; deposed 
Mahmud-Sah II (Sams-al-Din) ... son of Hidr-Han, son of Muhammad-Sah I 
Mubarak-Sah I (Qutb-al-Din) ... restored 

Husraw-Sah 2 (Nasir-al-Din) ... mamluk of Mubarak-Sah I; deposed, died 1310 

Tugluq sultans of Delhi 

Tugluq-Sah I 3 4 (Giyat-al-Din) ... son of Tugluq 

Muhammad-Sah IT (Giyat-al-Din) ... son of Tugluq-Sah I 

Mahmud-Sah III (Giyat-al-Din) ... son of Muhammad-Sah II; deposed 

Firuz-Sah III (Kamal-al-Din) ... son of Rajah, brother of Tugluq-Sah I 

Tugluq-Sah II (Giyat-al-Din) ... son of Fath-Han, son of Firuz-Han, son of Firuz-Sah III 

Abu-Bakr-Sah ... son ofZafar-Han, son of Firuz-Sah III; deposed, rival 1390—1391 

Muhammad-Sah III (Nasir-al-Din) ... son of Firuz-Sah III; associated 1387; rival since 1389 

Sikandar-Sah I 5 6 ( c Ala’-al-Din) ... son of Muhammad-Sah III 

Mahmud-Sah IV (Nasir-al-Din) ... son of Muhammad-Sah III; deposed 

(to the Timurids) 

Nusrat-Sah ... brother of Tugluq-Sah II; rival at Firuzabad since 1395; deposed, died 1399 
Mahmud-Sah IV (Nasir-al-Din) ... restored 
Dawlat-Han Ludi ... general of Mahmud-Sah IV; deposed 

Sayyid wakils and sultans of Delhi 

Hidr-Han ... son of Malik-Sulayman; ivakll of Delhi as Timurid vassal 
Mubarak-Sah II (Mu r izz-al-Din) ... son of Hidr-Han; sultan 
Muhammad-Sah IV ... son of Farid, son of Hidr-Han 
'Alam-Sah ('Ala’-al-Din) ... son of Muhammad-Sah IV; deposed, died 1478 


Ludi sultans of Delhi 

1451 — 1489 Bahlul-Sah ... son ofKala, son of Bahrain Ludi 

1489—1517 Sikandar-Sah IT ... son of Bahlul-Sah 


1 Originally named Ulug-Han. 

2 Originally named Fdasan. 

3 Originally named Gazi-Malik. 

4 Originally named jawna Ulug-Han. 

5 Originally named Humayun. 

6 Originally named Nizam-Han. 
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1517—I 52.6 


Ibrahim-Sah II ... son of Sikandar-Sah II 


1516—1530 
1530-1540 


1540-1545 

1545-1554 

1554 

1554 

1554 - 1555 

1555 

1555 - 1556 
15 56—1605 
1605—1617 

1617— 1618 

1618— 1658 


1658—1707 
1707 
1707—1711 

1711 


1711—1713 

1713-1719 

1719 

1719 

1719 

1719-1748 

1748-1754 

1754-1759 


Timurid (“Grand Muglial”) padsah s of Hind 
Babur (Zahir-al-Din) ... son of'Umar-Sayh of Fargana 
Humayun (Nasir-al-Dln) ... son of Babur; deposed 

Suri sultans of Delhi 

Sir-Sah 7 ... son of Hasan-Han, son of Ibrahim-Han Suri 
Islam-Sah 8 ... son of Sir-Sah 
Flruz-Sah IV ... son of Islam-Sah 

'Adil-Sah Muhammad 9 ... son of Nizam-Han, brother of Sir-Sah 
Ibrahim-Sah ... son of Gazl-Han, son of Ibrahim-Han Suri 

Sikandar-Sah III 10 ... son of Isma'il-Han, son of Ibrahim-Han Suri; deposed, died 1559 

Timurid (“Great Mughal”) padsahs of Hind 
Humayun (Nasir-al-Dln) ... restored 
Akbar I (Jalal-al-Din) ... son of Humayun 
Jahangir 11 (Nur-al-Dln) ... son of Akbar I 

Dawar-Bahs ... son of Husraw, son of Jahangir; deposed, died 1618 
Sah-Jahan I 12 (Sihab-al-Din) ... son of Jahangir; deposed, died 1666 

• Murad-Bahs ... son of Sah-Jahan I; rival in Gujarat 1657, died 1661 

• Sah-Su)a'... son of Sah-Jahan I; rival in Bengal 1657—1659, died 1660 

• Dara-Sikuh ... son of Sah-Jahan I; rival in Agra 1657—1659, died 1659 
Awrangzib 'Alamglr (Muhyl-al-Din) ... son of Sah-Jahan I 

A'zam-Sah (Qutb-al-Din) ... son of Awrangzib 'Alamglr; deposed, rival 1707 
Sah-'Alam Bahadur-Sah 13 (Qutb-al-Din) ... son of Awrangzib 'Alamglr 

• Kam-Bahs ... son of Awrangzib 'Alamglr; rival in the Deccan 1707—1709 
'AzIm-al-Sa’n ... son of Sah-'Alam Bahadur-Sah; rival since 1711 

• Rafi'-al-Sa’n ... son of Sah-'Alam Bahadur-Sah; rival 1711 
•Jahan-Sah ... son of Sah-'Alam Bahadur-Sah; rival 1711 

Jahandar-Sah (Mu'izz-al-Din) ... son of Sah-'Alam Bahadur-Sah; deposed, died 1713 
Farruh-siyar (Muhyl-al-Din) ... son of 'Azim-al-Sa’n; deposed, died 1719 
Rafi'-al-Dara)at (Sams-al-Din) ... son of Rafi'-al-Sa’n; deposed, died 1719 
Niku-siyar ... son of Akbar, son of Awrangzib 'Alamglr 
Sah-Jahan II (Rafi'-al-Dawlah) ... son of Rafi'-al-Sa’n 
Muhammad-Sah 14 (Nasir-al-Dln) ... son of Jahan-Sah 

• Ibrahim (Zahir-al-Din) ... son of Rafi'-al-Sa’n; rival 1710 

Ahmad-Sah (Mujahid-al-Din) ... son of Muhammad-Sah; deposed, died 1775 
'Alamglr ('Aziz-al-Din) ... son of Jahandar-Sah 


7 Originally named Farid-Han. 

8 Originally named Jalal-Han. 

9 Originally named Mubariz-Han. 

10 Originally named Ahmad-Han. 

11 Originally named Salim. 

12 Originally named Hurram. 

13 Originally named Mu'azzam. 

14 Originally named Rawsan-Ahtar. 
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759 Sah-Jahan III (Muhyi-al-Din) ... son of Muhammad (Muhyi-al-Din), son of Kam-Bahs; 
deposed, rival 1759—1760 

788 Sah-'Alam 15 (Jalal-al-Din) ... son of'Alamgir; deposed 
788 Bidar-Baht... son of Ahmad-Sah 
806 Sah-'Alam (Jalal-al-Din) ... restored 
837 Akbar II (Mu'in-al-Din) ... son of Sah-'Alam 
857 Bahadur-Sah (Siraj-al-Din) ... son of Akbar II; deposed, died 1861 

(to British India 1857; the British monarch was king/emperor of India until the 

proclamation of the republic of India in 1950 and of the republic of Pakistan 1956) 

II. MAJOR MUSLIM DYNASTIES EMERGING OUT OF THE DELHI SULTANATE 
The Delhi sultanate had been spectacularly effective in extending its dominions and the reach of Islam in 
India. This is demonstrated by the conquest and Islamization of Bengal and the overrunning of the entire Deccan 
in the late 13 th and early 14 th centuries. But overextension led to problems of its own and already in the middle of 
the 14 th century the Deccan seceded under the BahmanI dynasty. Distant Bengal already enjoyed almost complete 
autonomy under hereditary princes fearing little intervention from Delhi. When the throne of Delhi became a 
fleeting prize in the midst of dynastic struggles in the late 14 th century and the Tlmurids ransacked northwestern 
India, even nearby governors declared their independence, in Gujarat, Malava, and Jaunapur. Thus Muslim polities 
in India proliferated and engaged in long-lasting warfare among each other. The same pattern was repeated in the 
south. Here the BahmanI kingdom of the Deccan ultimately succumbed to factional politics and divided into five 
rival sultanates, only occasionally united against a common enemy (Hindu Vijayanagara, which they crippled in 
1565). The history of local powers on the Indus is hazy at the beginning, but by the 15* century independent 
polities were becoming established there too. Ultimately this fragmentation played into the hands of the so-called 
“Great Mughals.” Once they had established themselves at Delhi and Agra, they could pick off their rivals one at a 
time by a combination of diplomacy and military power. Over the course of the 16 th and 17 th centuries almost all 
of Greater India (except the very far south) was temporarily brought under Great Mughal control. 


1759-1 

1 

1788—1 
1806—1 
1837-1 


1182—1291 
1191 —1301 
1302—1311 

1312—1324 

1314—1316 

1316—1338 

1338- 1350 
1350-1353 

1339- 1358 
1358-1390 
1390—1410 
1410—1411 
1412—1414 


BENGAL (BANGALAH, VANGALA) (in eastern India and Bangladesh) 

Mamluk Dynasty at Gaur 
Bugra I (Nasir-al-Din) ... son of Balban of Delhi 
Kay-Kawus (Rukn-al-Din) ... son of Bugra I 
Firuz I (Sams-al-Din) ... son of Bugra I 

Mahmud I (Jalal-al-Din) ... son of Firuz I; associated 1309—1317 
Bugra II (Sihab-al-Din) ... son of Firuz I; associated 1317—1318 
Bahadur (Giyat-al-Din) ... son of Firuz I; deposed, died 1331 
Ibrahim (Nasir-al-Din) ... son of Firuz I 
(to Delhi) 

Mubarak (Fahr-al-Din) ... rebel against the Delhi sultanate 
Gazi (Ihtiyar-al-Din) ... son of Mubarak 

Sah-i Bangalah Dynasty at Pandua 

Ilyas (Sams-al-Din) ... ruler of Satgaon 13 39, of Sonargaon 1351 

Sikandar I ... son of Ilyas 

A'zam (Giyat-al-Din) ... son of Sikandar I 

Hamzah (Sayf-al-Din) ... son of A'zam 

Bayazid I (Sihab-al-Din) ... son of A'zam 


15 Originally named 'Alt Jawhar. 
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1414 

1414 

1414—1416 

1416—1418 

1418 

1418-1433 

1433-1437 

1437-1460 

1460—1474 

1474-1481 

1481 

1481—1487 

1487 

1487—1490 

1490— 1491 

1 49 1- I 493 

1493-1519 
i519—1533 

1533 - 1534 

1534 - 1537 


1537-1539 
1539 
1539-1545 
1545-1555 
1555—1561 
1561 — 1563 
1563 

1563- 1564 

1564- 1571 


Firuz II ( r Ala’-al-Din) ... son ofBayazid I 
Raja Ganesa Dynasty at Pandua 

Mardanadeva (Raja Ganesa) ... Hindu usurper; abdicated 
Muhammad 16 (Jalal-al-Din) ... son of Mardanadeva; deposed 
Mardanadeva (Raja Ganesa) ... restored 
Mahendradeva ... son of Mardanadeva 
Muhammad I (Jalal-al-Din) ... restored 
Ahmad (Sams-al-Din) ... son of Muhammad I 

Sah-i Bangalah Dynasty at Pandua, then Gaur 

Mahmud II (Nasir-al-Din) ... descendant of Ilyas 

Barbak I (Run-al-Din) ... son of Mahmud II 

Yusuf (Sams-al-Din) ... son of Barbak I 

Sikandar II ... son of Yusuf 

Husayn-Fath (Jalal-al-Din) ... son of Mahmud II 

Barbak II (Sultan-Sahzadah) ... eunuch commander of the royal guard 

HabasI Dynasty at Gaur 

Ahmad-Firuz 17 (Sayf-al-Dln) ... Abyssinian commander of the army 
Mahmud III (Nasir-al-Din) ... son of Ahmad-Firuz 
Muzaffar 18 (Sams-al-Din) ... wazlr of Mahmud III 

Sayyid Dynasty at Gaur 

Husayn ( c Ala’-al-Din) ... ivazir of Muzaffar; son of Sayyid-Asraf 
Nusrat (Nasir-al-Din) ... son of Husayn 
Firuz III ( r Ala’-al-Dln) ... son of Nusrat 

Mahmud IV (Giyat-al-Din) ... son of Husayn; deposed, died 1539 
Suri Dynasty at Gaur 

Sir-Sah 19 ... son of Hasan-Han, son of Ibrahim-Han Suri; deposed 
(to the Great Mughals) 

Sir-Sah ... restored; Delhi 1540—1545 

Muhammad II (Sams-al-Din) ... Suri governor; independent 1553 

Bahadur 20 (Giyat-al-Din) ... son of Muhammad II 

Jalal (Giyat-al-Din) ... son of Muhammad II 

Anonymus ... son of Jalal 

Giyat-al-Din ... usurper 

KararanI Dynasty at Tanda (Tandah) 

Sulayman ... governor of Bihar; vassal of the Great Mughals 21 


16 Originally named Jadu. 

17 Originally named 'Andil. 

18 Originally named Sidi-Badr. 

19 Originally named Farid-Han. 

20 Originally named Hidr-Han. 

21 Sulayman-Sah’s elder brother Taj-Han served as his governor of Bengal 1564—1565. 
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1572 

1571-1576 


1394-1399 
1 399— I 4°i 
1401—1440 
1440—1458 
1458 
1458-1483 


1483-1495 


1346- 1347 

1347 - 1358 
1358-1375 
1375-1378 

1378 
1378-1397 
1397 
1397 
1397-1411 
1411-1435 
1435-1458 
1458—1461 
1461—1463 
1463—1481 
1481—1518 
1518—1510 

1510— 1511 

1511— 1516 
1516—1538 


Bayazid II ... son of Sulayman 

Dawud ... son of Sulayman; deposed, died 1576 

(to the Great Mughals 1576) 

CENTRAL INDIA 

Sarqi Dynasty at Jaunapur (Jawnpur) 

Malik-Sarwar ... eunuch minister of Mahmud II of Delhi 

Mubarak ... adopted son of Malik-Sarwar 

Ibrahim (Sams-al-Din) ... brother of Mubarak 

Mahmud ... son of Ibrahim 

Muhammad ... son of Mahmud 

Husayn ... son of Mahmud; deposed, died 1505 

Ludi Dynasty at Jaunapur (Jawnpur) 

Barak ... son of Bahlul Ludi of Delhi; deposed 
(to the Delhi sultanate 1495) 

DECCAN (DAHAN, DAKHKHANA) (southern India) 

Bahmani Dynasty at Daulatabad, then Gulbarga, then Bidar 

Isma'll (Nasir-al-Din) ... rebel against the Delhi sultanate, abdicated 

Bahman 22 ( c Ala’-al-Din) ... lieutenant of Ismahl 

Muhammad I ... son of Bahman 

Mujahid ( c Ala’-al-Dln) ... son of Muhammad I 

Dawud I... son of Mahmud-Han, son of Bahman 

Muhammad II ... brother of Dawud I 

Tahamtan (Giyat-al-Din) ... son of Muhammad II; deposed 

Dawud II (Sams-al-Din) ... son of Muhammad II 

Firuz (Taj-al-Din) ... son of Ahmad-Han, son of Bahman 

Ahmad I (Sihab-al-Din) ... brother of Firuz 

Ahmad II 23 ( r Ala’-al-Din) ... son of Ahmad I 

Humayun 24 ( c Ala’-al-Din) ... son of Ahmad II 

Ahmad III (Nizam-al-Din) ... son of Humayun 

Muhammad III 25 (Sams-al-Din) ... son of Humayun 

Mahmud (Sihab-al-Din) ... son of Muhammad III 

Ahmad IV ... son of Mahmud 

''Ala’-al-Dln ... son of Ahmad IV 

Wall-Allah ... son of Mahmud 

Kalim-Allah ... son of Mahmud 26 

(dissolution of the Bahmani polity 1518) 


22 Originally named Zafar-Han Hasan. 

23 Originally named Zafar-Han. 

24 Originally named Zalim. 

25 Originally named Laskari. 

26 In exile since 1518. 
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1487-1504 
1504-1519 
1519—1561 
1561—1568 
1568-1574 


1487-1504 

1504-1541 

1542.-1579 

1579-1586 
1586—1589 
1589—1601 
1601—1609 
1609—1619 


1490—1510 

1510-1534 

1534 - 1535 

1535- 1558 
1558—1580 
1580—1617 
1617—1656 
1656—1671 
1671—1686 


1490—1509 
1509-1553 

1553-1565 

1565—1588 

1588— 1589 

1589- 1591 

1591—1595 
1595 

1595- 1596 

1596— 1600 
1600 

1600—1610 
1610—1631 


'Imad-Sahl Dynasty of Berar (Barar) at Gavilagad and Acalapur 

Fath-Allah 27 (Tmad-al-Mulk) ... BahmanI governor 1471, ivazir 1485; independent 1487 

'Ala’-al-Dln ... son of Fath-Allah 

Darya ... son of r Ala’-al-Dln; sdh 

Burhan ... son of Darya; deposed, died 1574 

Tufal-Han ... wazir of Burhan; deposed, died 1574 

(to the Nizam-Sahls of Ahmadnagar 1574) 

Barid-Sahi Dynasty of Bidar 

Qasim I (Barid-Han) ... Bahmani wazir ; mamluk of Muhammad-Sah III BahmanI 

Amir I ... son of Qasim I; de facto sole ruler of Bidar 1518 

'All I (Malik-al-Muluk) ... son of Amir I; sdh 

Ibrahim ... son of'All I 

Qasim II ... son of Ibrahim 

Amir II ... son of Han-Jahan, son of Amir I 

Mlrza-'All ... brother of Amir II 

'All II ... son of Mlrza-'All 

(to the r Adil-Sahls of Bijapur 1619; to the Great Mughals 1656) 

'Adil-Sahi Dynasty of Bijapur (Bijapur) 

Yusuf ( c Adil-Han) ... Bahmani governor of Daulatabad since 1470 

Ismahl ... son of Yusuf 

Mallu ... son of Isma'il; deposed 

Ibrahim I ... son oflsma'll; sdh 1538 

'All I ... son of Ibrahim I 

Ibrahim II ... son of Tahmasp, son of Ibrahim I 

Muhammad ... son of Ibrahim II 

'All II ... son of Muhammad 

Sikandar ... son of'All II; deposed, died 1700 

(to the Great Mughals 1686) 

Nizam-Sahl Dynasty of Junnar (Junlr) and Ahmadnagar (Ahmadnagar) 

Ahmad I (Nizam-Sah) ... son of Hasan (Nizam-al-Mulk); former Bahmani wazir 

Burhan I ... son of Ahmad I 

Husayn I... son of Burhan I 

Murtada I ... son of Husayn I; deposed 

Husayn II ... son of Murtada I; deposed 

Ismahl ... son of Burhan II (below); deposed 

Burhan II ... son of Husayn I 

Ibrahim ... son of Burhan II 

Ahmad II ... son of Tahir, pretended son of Muhammad-Hudabandah, son of Burhan I 
Bahadur ... son of Ibrahim; deposed 
(to the Great Mughals) 

Murtada II ... son of Sah- r All, son of Burhan I 
Burhan III ... son of Murtada II 


27 Originally named Darya-Han. 
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1632.—1633 
1633-1637 


1496-1543 
1543-1550 
1550 
1550—1580 
1580—1611 
1611—1616 
1616—1671 
1671—1687 


1391-1403 
1403-1407 
1407—1411 
1411—1441 
1441-1451 
1451-1458 
1458 
1458—1511 
1511—1516 
1516 
1516 
1516-1535 

1535- 1536 

1536- 1537 
1537 

1537- 1554 

1554-1561 

1561-1573 

1573-1583 

1583 


Husayn III... son ofBurhan III; deposed 

Murtada III ... descendant of Muhammad-Hudabandah, son ofBurhan I 
(divided between the Great Mughals and the 'Adil-Sahis ofBijapur 1636) 

Qutb-Sahi Dynasty of Golkonda and Haydarabad 

Sultan-Qull (Qutb-al-Mulk) ... son of Uways-Qull, son of Plr-Qull 

Jamsld ... son of Sultan-Qull 

Subhan-Quli ... son of Jamsld 

Ibrahim ... son of Sultan-Qull; sdh 

Muhammad-Quli ... son of Ibrahim 

Sultan-Muhammad ... son of Muhammad-Amin, son of Ibrahim 

c Abd-Allah ... son of Sultan-Muhammad by Hayat-Bahs-Bigam, daughter of Muhammad-Quli 
Abu-al-Hasan ... husband of Fatimah, daughter of c Abd-Allah; deposed, died 1704 
(to the Great Mughals 1687) 

GUJARAT (in western India) 

Rajput Dynasty at Anhilwara (Nahrwalah, Patan) and Ahmadabad (Ahmadabad) 

Muzaffar 28 (Sams-al-Din) ... son of Wajih-al-Mulk; Delhi governor; deposed 

Muhammad I 29 (Nasir-al-Din) ... son of Muzaffar; sultan 

Muzaffar I (Sams-al-Din) ... restored as sultan 

Ahmad I (Sihab-al-Din) ... son of Muhammadh I 

Muhammad II (Mu'izz-al-Din) ... son of Ahmad I 

Ahmad II (Qutb-al-Din) ... son of Muhammad II 

Dawud ... son of Ahmad I; deposed 

Mahmud I 30 (Sayf-al-Din) ... son of Muhammad II 

Muzaffar II 31 (Sams-al-Din) ... son of Mahmud I 

Sikandar ... son of Muzaffar II 

Mahmud II 32 (Nasir-al-Din) ... son of Muzaffar II 

Bahadur (Qutb-al-Din) ... son of Muzaffar II; deposed 

(to the Great Mughals) 

Bahadur (Qutb-al-Din) ... restored 

Muhammad III ... son of 'Adil III ofKhandes by daughter of Muzaffar II 
Mahmud III (Nasir-al-Din) ... son of Latif-Han, son of Muzaffar-Sah II 
Ahmad III (Giyat-al-Din) ... son of Latif-Han, son of Nizam-Han, son of Sakar-Han, son of 
Ahmad I 

Muzaffar III (Sams-al-Din) ... son of Mahmud III; deposed 
(to the Great Mughals) 

Muzaffar III (Sams-al-Din) ... restored; deposed, died 1593 
(to the Great Mughals 1583) 


28 Originally named Zafar-Han. 

29 Originally named Tatar-Han. 

30 Originally named Fath-Han. 

31 Originally named Halll-Han. 

32 Originally named Nasir-Han. 
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1339 - 1342 . 
1342-1344 
1344-1354 
13 54-1374 
I374-I4IO 

1410—1420 
1410—1420 
1420—1470 
1470-1472 
1472-2484 
1484—1487 
1487-1499 
1499-1505 
I505 — I 516 
I 516—1 528 
I 528 — 1 529 

1529- 1530 

1530- 1537 
1 537-1 540 

1540 
I 540-1 551 
I 55 I-I 551 
I 5 52 .-I 555 
1555-1557 
1557-1561 


I 561—1 563 
1563-1570 
1570-1579 
1579-1586 
I 586—1588 


1382-1399 

1399-1437 

I 437 -I 44 I 

1441-1457 


KASHMIR (KASMlR, KASMIRA) (in northern India and Pakistan) 

Swati Dynasty 

Sah-Mir (Sams-al-Din) ... former minister of Udayanadeva of Kashmir 

Jamsid ... son of Sah-Mir 

'All-Sir ('Ala’-al-Din) ... son of Sah-Mir 

Sirasamak (Sihab-al-Din) ... son of'All-Sir 

Hindal (Qutb-al-Din) ... son of Sah-Mir 

Sikandar ... son of Hindal 

'All ... son of Sikandar 

Zayn-al-'Abidin 33 ... son of Sikandar 

Haydar 34 ... son of Zayn-al-'Abidin 

Hasan ... son of Haydar 

Muhammad ... son of Hasan; deposed 

Fath ... son of Ad’ham-Han, son of Zayn-al-'Abidin; deposed 
Muhammad ... restored; deposed 
Fath ... restored 

Muhammad ... restored; deposed 
Ibrahimh ... son of Muhammad; deposed 
Nadir ... son of Fath-Sah; deposed 
Muhammad ... restored 
Sams-al-Din ... son of Muhammad 
Isma'il ... son of Muhammad; deposed 
(to the Great Mughals) 

Nadir ... restored 

Ibrahim ... restored 

Isma'il ... restored 

Habib ... son of Isma'il; deposed 

Cak Dynasty 

Muhammad (Nasir-al-Din) ... son of Husayn, son of Zangi Cak; abdicated 
Fdusayn (Nasir-al-Dln) ... son of Kaji Cak, son of Zangi Cak; deposed 
'Ali-Sah (Zahlr-al-Din) ... brother of Husayn 
Yusuf (Nasir-al-Dln) ... son of'All 
Ya'qub ... son of Yusuf; deposed, died 1592 

(to the Great Mughals 1588; to the Afghans 1752; to Lahore 1819; to the Dogras 1846) 
KHANDES (in northwestern Deccan) 

Faruqi Dynasty in Burhanpur 

Malik-Ahmad ... son of A'zam-Humayun; Delhi vassal 
Nasir ... son of Malik-Ahmad 
'Adil I ... son of Nasir 
Mubarak I ... son of'Adil I 


33 Originally named Sahi-Han. 

34 Originally named Fdajjl-Han. 
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I 457 -I 50 I 
I 501—I 508 
I 508 
I 508 
I 508 — 1 509 
I 509 — I 510 

1510-1537 
1537 
1537-1566 
I 566—I 576 

1576 - 1577 

1577 - 1597 
I 597—1601 


1391—1406 

1406-1435 

1435-1436 

1436 


1436—1469 
1469 — I 501 
I 501—I 51O 
1511—1531 
1 53 1 — 1 555 
1555 
1555-1561 


1444—1468 
1468—1501 
1501—1514 
1514—1516 


1475-1507 


'Adil II ... son of Mubarak I 
Dawud ... son of Mubarak I 
Gazni... son of Dawud 

Hasan I ... son of Mubarak I; Ahmadnagar vassal 
'Alam ... protege of Ahmadnagar 

'Adil III ... son of Ahsan-Han, son of Qaysar-Han, son of GaznI-Han, son of Iftihar Hasan- 
Han, son of Malik-Ahmad 
Muhammad I ... son of 'Adil III; Gujarat 1537 
Ahmad ... son of Muhammad I 
Mubarak II ... son of 'A.dil III 
Muhammad II ... son of Mubarak II 
Hasan II ... son of Muhammad II 
'Adil II ( c All-Han) ... son of Mubarak II 
Bahadur (Qadir-Han) ... son of'Adil II; deposed, died 1614 
(to the Great Mughals 1601) 

MALAVA (MALWA) (in west central India) 

Gurid Dynasty at Dhar and Mandu 

'Amid Dawud (Dilawar-Han Hasan) ... Delhi governor; sultan 1401 
Husang (Alp-Han) ... son of'Amid Dawud 
Muhammad (GaznI-Han) ... son of Husang 
Mas'ud-Han ... son of Muhammad 

Haljl Dynasty at Mandu 

Mahmud I ... minister of Mas'ud-Han; son of Malik-Mugls 

Giyat-al-Din ... son of Mahmud I 

Nasir-al-Dln ... son of Giyat-al-Din 

Mahmud II ... son of Nasir-al-Dln 

(to Gujarat 1531; to Delhi 1541) 

Saja'at-Han ... Delhi governor 1541—1545 and since 1554 
Bayazld ... son of Saja'at-Han; deposed 
(to the Great Mughals 1561) 

PUNJAB (PANJAB) & SIND (SINDHU) (in Pakistan and northwestern India) 

Langah Dynasty of Multan 

Mahmud I 35 ... rebel against the Delhi sultdnsxz 

Husayn I... son of Mahmud I 

Mahmud II ... son of Firuz, son of Husayn I 

Husayn II ... son of Mahmud II 

(to the Argunids 1516) 

Argunid Dynasty of Sind 

Du-al-Nun-Bak Argun ... son of Amir-Basr! 


35 Originally named Rai Sihar. 
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1 507-1 52.4 
I52.4-I554 

1554-1567 

1567-1585 

1585-1591 


Sah-Bak ... son of Du-al-Nun-Bak 
Sah-Husayn ... son of Sah-Bak; deposed, died 1556 
Muhammad-Tsa Tarhan ... son of'Abd-al-TAli 
Muhammad-Baql ... son of Muhammad-Tsa Tarhan 
Janl-Bak ... son of Muhammad-Baql; deposed, died 1599 
(to the Great Mughals 1591) 


III. MAJOR MUSLIM DYNASTIES EMERGING OUT OF THE MUGHAL EMPIRE 

Like the Delhi s«/fe?»ate before it, the empire of the Great Mughals also suffered from the dangers of 
overextension and instability at the top amid recurrent conflict for the throne. With greater autonomy granted 
to local princes and increasingly hereditary naunvdbs (governors), Mughal padsahs found it difficult to maintain 
their rule over Greater India amid foreign invasions (Persian and Afghan), internal opposition (the Maratha 
confederacy), and economic pressure from the outside (especially by Britain). The weakness of the Great 
Mughals is demonstrated by the appearance of multiple local polities even within the northern plains, at the very 
heart of the empire. Not included in the list below are the numerous Hindu or Sikh polities that formed or 
reasserted themselves at that time with even less respect for the increasingly powerless padsahs in Delhi or Agra. 
While regionalism benefitted from these conditions, local powers often had to cope with the same problems 
themselves. In general terms long-lasting polities established themselves in the early 1700s and survived until 
either British annexation in the second half of the 19 th century or until the principalities’ accessions into the 
modern republics of India (in 1947—1949) and Pakistan (in 1955). 


1666—1695 
1695-1697 
1697-1714 
1714 
1714-1734 
1734-1749 
1749-1794 
1794-1831 
1831—1839 

1839— 1840 

1840— 1857 
1857—1863 

1863— 1864 

1864— 1893 
1893-1931 
1931—1933 
1933-1955 


BALUCISTAN (in southwestern Pakistan) 

Ahmadzay Dynasty of Kalat 

Ahmad I ... son of Rambur; wall of Kalat as Iranian, then Mughal vassal 

Mihrab I ... son of Ahmad I 

Samandar ... son of Kala, son of Ahmad I; 

Ahmad II ... son of Mihrab I 
r Abd-Allah, Qahhdr-Hdn ... son of Mihrab I 

Mahabbat ... son of TAbd-Allah; Iranian, then Afghan vassal; ban 1739; deposed 
Nasir I 36 ... son of 'Abd-Allah; asserted independence 1758 
Mahmud I ... son of Nasir I 
Mihrab II ... son of Mahmud I 

Sah-Nawaz ... son of Ahmad-Yar, son of Bahrain, son of Hajjl, son of Mahabbat; deposed 
Nasir II 37 ... son of Mihrab II; at first Afghan vassal 
Muhammad-Hudadad ... son of Mihrab II; deposed 
Sir-Dil ... son of Muhammad-A'zam, son of Mahmud I 

Muhammad-Hudadad ... restored; under British protectorate from 1876; abdicated 
Mahmud II ... son of Hudadad 
Muhammad-A'zam ... son of Hudadad 

Ahmad-Yar ... son of Muhammad-A'zam; deposed, died 1979 
(to Pakistan 1955) 


36 Originally named Nasir-Muhammad. 

37 Originally named Muhammad-Hasan. 
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1704-1717 

1717-1739 

1739 - 1740 

1740- 1756 

1756 - 1757 

1757 - 1760 

1760—1763 
1763-1765 
1765 —1766 
1766—1770 

1770 

1770-1793 
1793 — 1810 

1810— 1811 

1811— 1815 
1815 — 1838 
1838—1880 


1711-1739 
1739-1754 
1754-1775 
1775-1797 
1797-1798 
1798 — 1814 
1814—1817 
1817—1837 
1837—1841 
1841—1847 
1847—1856 
1856—1857 

1857 


BENGAL (BANGALAH, VANGALA) (in eastern India and Bangladesh) 

Nawtvdbs of Bengal at Mursidabad (Mursidabad) 

Mursid-Quli-Han 38 ( c Ala’-al-Dawlah) ... nauw’db of Bengal 

Muhammad-Su)a''-Han (Su}a c -al-Dawlah) ... husband of Zib-al-Nisa’, daughter of Mursid- 
Quli-Han; son of Jan-Muhammad-Han 
Sarfaraz-Han ('Ala’-al-Dawlah) ... son of Muhammad-Su)a c -Han 39 

Muhammad- 1 'Ali-Wirdi (Hasim-al-Dawlah) ... son of Sah-Quli-Han (Mirza-Muhammad) 
Mirza-Muhammad (Sira)-al-Dawlah) ... son of Zayn-al-Din Ahmad by Amina-Bigam, 
daughter of Muhammad-'Ali-Wirdi; deposed, died 1757 
Ja'far-'All (Hasim-al-Dawlah) ... husband of Sah-Hanam, sister of Muhammad-'Ali-Wirdi; 
son of Sayyid-Ahmad Najafi; deposed 

Qasim-'Ali (Imtiaz-al-Dawlah) ... husband of daughter of Ja'far-'Ali; deposed, died 1777 

JaTar-^Ali (Hasim-al-Dawlah) ... restored 

Na)m-al-Din- , 'Ali (Najm-al-Dawlah) ... son of Ja'far-'Ali 

Najabat-'Ali (Sayf-al-Dawlah) ... son of Ja'far-'Ali 

Asraf-'Ali... son of Ja'far-'All 

Mubarak-'All I (Mubarak-al-Dawlah) ... son of Ja'far-'Ali 

Babur-'All (Nasir-al-Mulk) ... son of Mubarak-TAli I 

Zayn-al-IAbidln ( r Ali-Jah) ... son of Babur-'All 

Ahmad-'Ali (Wala-Jah) ... son of Babur-'All 

Mubarak-'All II (Humayun-Jah) ... son of Ahmad-'Ali 

Mansur-'All (Farldun-Jah) ... son of Mubarak-'Ali II; abdicated, died 1884 

(to British India 1880 40 ) 

CENTRAL INDIA 

Natvwdbs and maliks of Avadh (Oudh) at Faizabad (Faydabad) and Lakhnau (Lahnaw) 
Sa'adat-Han (Burhan-al-Mulk) ... son of Mlr-Muhammad-Nasir; naunvdb 
Safdar-Jang (Abu-Mansur-Han) ... son of Ja'far-Bak-Han by sister of Sa'adat-JJan 
Su)a'-al-Dawlah (Haydar) ... son of Safdar-Jang by Sadr-al-Nisa’, daughter of Sa'adat-Han 
Asaf-al-Dawlah ... son of Su)a'-al-Dawlah 

Wazir-'Ali ... adopted son of Asaf-al-Dawlah; deposed, died 1817 

Sa'adat-'Ali ... son of Asaf-al-Dawlah 

Haydar I (Gazi-al-Din) ... son of Sa'adat-'Ali; malik 1819 

Haydar II (Nasir-al-Din) ... son of Haydar I 

Muhammad-'Ali (Mu'in-al-Din) ... son of Sa'adat-'Ali 

AmJad-'Ali... son of Muhammad-'Ali 

Wajid-'Ali... son of Amjad-'All; deposed, died 1887 

(to British India) 

Barjis-Qadir ... son of Wajid-'Ali; deposed 
(to British India 1857) 


38 Originally named Muhammad-Hadi, also called Ja'far-IJan. 

39 Sarfaraz-Han may have reigned briefly in 1717 between his grandfather’s death and father’s accession. 

40 The British protectorate dates back to 1765. 
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1713—1718 
1718—1741 
1741-1754 
1754-1777 
1777 
1777-1807 
1807—1816 
(1807—1816 
(1816—1819 
(1819-1837 
1816—1837 
1837-1844 
1844—1860 
(1845-1847 
i860—1868 

1868—1901 

1901—1916 

1916—1949 


1714-1748 

1748-1750 

1750- I75I 

1751— 1761 
1761—1803 
1803 — 1819 
1819 — 1857 
1857—1869 
1869 — 191 I 
191 1—1948 


1710—1731 
1732 .- 174 ° 

1740- 1741 

1741- 1744 


Nawwdbs and regents of Islamnagar and Bhopal 
Dust-Muhammad ... son of Nur-Muhammad; nawwdb 
Sultan-Muhammad ... son of Dust-Muhammad; deposed 
Yar-Muhammad ... son of Dust-Muhammad 
Fayd-Muhammad ... son of Yar-Muhammad 
Yasln-Muhammad ... son of Yar-Muhammad 
Hayat-Muhammad ... son of Yar-Muhammad 
Gawt-Muhammad ... son of Hayat-Muhammad 

Wazlr-Muhammad ... son of Sarif-Muhammad, son of Fadil-Muhammad, son of Dust-Muhammad) 
Nadr-Muhammad ... son of Wazlr-Muhammad) 

Qudsiyyah-Bigam ... daughter of Gawt-Muhammad; widow of Nadr-Muhammad; died 1881) 
Mu'izz-Muhammad ... son of Gawt-Muhammad; deposed, died 1869 
Jahanglr-Muhammad ... son of Amir-Muhammad, son of Wazlr-Muhammad 
Sultan-Sah-Jahan-Bigam ... daughter of Jahanglr-Muhammad; deposed 
Fawjar-Muhammad ... son of Gawt-Muhammad; died 1847:) 

Sikandar-Bigam ... mother of Sultan-Sah-Jahan-Bigam; widow of Jahanglr-Muhammad; 

daughter of Nadr-Muhammad by Qudsiyyah-Bigam; regent since 1847 
Sultan-Sah-Jahan-Bigam ... restored 

Sultan-Kay-FJusraw jahan-Bigam ... daughter of Sultan-Sah-Jahan-Bigam by Baqi-Muhammad 
Bahsi; abdicated, died 1930 

Muhammad-Hamid-Allah ... son of Sultan-Kay-Husraw-Jahan-Bigam by Ahmad-'All Dulha 
of Jalalabad; deposed, died i960 
(to India 1949) 

DECCAN (DAHAN, DAKHKHANA) (central southern India) 

Nizami or Asaf-Jahi Dynasty of Aurangabad (Awrangabad) and Haidarabad (Haydarabad) 
Nizam-al-Mulk (Qamar-al-Dln Asaf-Jah) ... son of GazI-al-Dln Firuz-Jang; Great Mughal 
governor of Aurangabad since 1710 
Nasir-Jang (Nizam-al-Dawlah) ... son of Nizam-al-Mulk 

Muzaffar-Jang (Muhyi’-al-Din) ... son of Muhyi’-al-Din Talib by Hayr-al-Nisa’, daughter of 
Nizam-al-Mulk 

Salabat-Jang (Asaf-al-Dawlah) ... son of Nizam-al-Mulk; deposed, died 1763 

Nizam-'Ali (Nizam-al-Dawlah) ... son of Nizam-al-Mulk 

Sikandar-Jah (Asad-al-Dawlah) ... son of Nizam-'Ali 

Farhandah-'All (Nasir-al-Dawlah) ... son of Sikandar-Jah 

Mahbub-'All I (Afdal-al-Dawlah) ... son of Farhandah-'All 

Mahhub-'A!! II (Nizam-al-Dawlah) ... son of Mahbub-'All I 

'Utman-'All (Nizam-al-Dawlah) ... son of Mahbub-'All II; deposed, died 1967 

(to India 1948) 

KARNATAKA (KARNATAK) (southern India) 

Nawwdbs of Karnataka and Arcot (Arkat) 

Sa'adat-Allah I ... son of Muhammad-Han 

Dust-'Ali... adopted son of Sa'adat-Allah I; son of Gulam-'Ali, brother of Sa'adat-Allah I 
Safdar-'All... son ofDust- r Ali 
Sa'adat-Allah II ... son of Safdar-'Ail 
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1744-1749 

1749-1795 
1795 — 1801 
1801—1819 
1819 — 1815 
1815 — 1855 


1798-1834 
1834—1864 
1864—1867 
1867—1870 
1870—1930 
1930-1947 
1947 


1739-1746 
1746-1749 
1749 - 1772 - 
1771—1809 
1809 — 1815 
1815 — 1851 
1851—1853 
1853 — 1858 
1858 —1866 
1866—1899 
1899 — 1907 
1907-1955 


Muhammad Anwar-al-Din ... son of Hajji-Muhammad-Anwar 

• Canda-Sahib 41 ... husband of daughter of Dust-'All; rival 1748—1751 

Muhammad-'All ... son of Muhammad Anwar-al-Din 

c Umdat-al-Umra ... son of Muhammad-'Ali 

r Azim-al-Dawlah ... son of Amir-al-Umra, son of Muhammad-TAli 

A'zam-jah ... son of r Azim-al-Dawlah 

Gulam-Muhammad ... son of A'zam-jah 

(to British India 1855) 

RAJASTHAN (in western India) 

Nawwdbs of Tonk (Tonk) 

Muhammad-Amir ... son of Hayat-Han; naunvdb of Tonk under British protectorate 
Muhammad-Wazlr ... son of Muhammad-Amir 
Muhammad-fAil ... son of Muhammad-Wazlr; deposed, died 1895 
(to British India) 

Ibrahim- 1 'All ... son of Muhammad-'Ali 
Sa'adat-'All ... son of Ibrahim- 1 'All 
Faruq-'All... son of Ibrahim- 1 'All; deposed, died 1948 
(to India 1948) 

SIND (in southern Pakistan) 

Naivivabs of Sikarpur and Bahawalpur 
Sadiq-Muhammad I ... son of Mubarak-Han; Iranian vassal 
Muhammad-Bahawal I ... son of Sadiq-Muhammad I; Afghan vassal 
Mubarak ... son of Sadiq-Muhammad I 

Muhammad-Bahawal II 42 ... son of Fath-Muhammad, son of Sadiq-Muhammad I 

Sadiq-Muhammad II ... son of Muhammad-Bahawal II 

Muhammad-Bahawal III ... son of Sadiq-Muhammad II 

Sadiq-Muhammad III ... son of Muhammad-Bahawal III; deposed, died 1861 

Fath-Muhammad ... son of Muhammad-Bahawal III 

Muhammad-Bahawal IV ... son of Fath-Muhammad 

Sadiq-Muhammad IV ... son of Muhammad-Bahawal IV 

Muhammad-Bahawal V ... son of Sadiq-Muhammad IV 

Sadiq-Muhammad V ... son of Muhammad-Bahawal V; deposed, died 1966 

(to Pakistan 1955) 


41 Originally named Husayn-Dust-Han. 

42 Originally named Muhammad-JaTar. 



